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David had | reoeded the reat of the
Pouss party W the Mall and Bad pal
down In the Library by the Are e
walt for Alane mwiurn, ln vrde Lo
make up the yuar Aciciding e

aws sy, Pavid had falivh &a.eep

the Litrery Bre. Me bed aresoand
e paw & man in slghlsen b o wiury
costume killod in & Judl Just vule
e window | aid he hnd bien awa
wpad by the butier, who ran in to tell
hims that Alan's bBody had Jush bern
found vo (he lawn, wilh & an..-u:
u.!'w—-c- L bl iy e Ly
‘e heare

Dnu# wfter his sequittad, left Eng-
Lanvd. he Mail came Itia the puss
sanion of Alst s mintor, Muargaret, and
ver Lindian Dusbond, B gnor Capeln,

Al laxt, wfter cighieon  munihs,
Navd came Back (o Eogland, resived
fo slear hin name anbd o ke his
rEbUUL place 1o the worid. Alse (o
marry Meien Layton, who stil joved
him, aithe s had insisted vl e
isaging hor frowa her eugagemoul W

g
poon na ho set foor jn Englond
David went siradght e Regonaid
Wrett, the tamed “barrister-deioetive,’
and put the cams in Hretl's aoie
bands. The burpster-deteciive waas
more willing L avoep! the task
only because he was convinesd of
David's innocence, but bocituse his
m‘:nm enemy, Inspector Winter of
land Yard, had from the fAret
been certain David was gullty. Win-
tar had worked ou the murder case,
and, in Brew's opiniun, had worked
very stupkdly.

Hielt's flirst move was Lo go to
Beectoroft Hall with David and louk
over the scane of the crimn  David
was the more cager Lo do this since
e might thus got o ghmgwe of Helen,
who lived at the vicarage nearby,

An thoy entered the Hall they met
Capeiia, the dapper Lltte Itilan
whomn Margaret had marrisd. He was
manifestly displewsed o see them,
Teling them that M garel was too
il to eee visitors, he requeated Lhem
to leave, They we=s about to du po
when Margniel, looking pale and hag-
gard, entured the drawing room,

Hhe woas unfoignedly glud 1o ses
David. And she sharpiy rebuked Ca-
pella for the message he had given
The ltalian, in anger, left the room
and the Hall, Margarct turned to
Duvid with real affection io her big

*[ am 41" she sald. ‘It
heart. Ii's troublescme®

She passed vut, leaving them.

“That scoundrel Killed Alan, and
now he wants to kill hin own wife!®
growled Hume, when they wers alone,

“We will return later In the day”

Hrett, with no comment ob

David's ferce words, “Let us go at
once und call on Mrs. Eastham.”

*Mre. Dastham! Why?"

“Hocause | want to see Miss Helen
layton. The oid lady can mend for
her.”

Hume needed no urring, He could
not walk fast enough. They had gone
& Bundred yards from the house when
suddenly stopped and checked
8 comphnlon.
Behind the

Is my

yew trees on the left,
and rendered Invisible by & =tout
odge, & man wais running—runuing
at top speed, with the laboring brenth
of one unaccustomed Lo the exercise
barrister sprang over the sirip
turf, among the trees, and
plunged iuto the hedge regurdiens ot
thorns. He came back lnstantly.

'Thernmlu : !vg;p:;h lu'ﬁm g

K. lvadin, oW '} "
I\#{l\!ru dllui‘ll coma oult? he gﬁld.
apeaking ropidly in a low tone

“[t enters the road pear the ave-
nue, ciose 10 the gates. 1t leads from
u farmhouse.”

A lady Ia walking through the park
towards the lodge, Capelia 1a run-
uing to latercept ber, Come! We
may hear somsthing.’”

Bret sol off at & rapld pace along
the turf. Hume followed, and soou
they wera near the jodge. Mra,
Crowe, the lodgekesper, saw Luein,
wnd came out,

“Brop her!"” gusped Brett,

Humo signalled the woman not to
npan the gate, Hlie watched them
with open-moutbed curivsity. The
barrister slowed down aod quletly
made his way to the leufy angle where
the avento hedge joined that which
shut off the park from the road.

Heo held up a warning hand. Hume
atepped warlly benhind him, and both
men looked through s portion of the

edge whaore brinrs were supplanted
hy hazel bushey

Cupella waa standing panting near
i slde. A girl, Ndeeszad in muaiin,
und wenring & large siraw hat, was
appronching. ,

SO reat Hoavens!
claimad Hume,

‘:lruu graspod his shoulder,

vJtestrain  yourseif,” Hhe whispersad
esarnestly. "Luckily, Capelia has not
heard you. ] regrot Lhe necessity
which mikes us eaveslroppers, but it
s & turiuiale Rochucnt, wll Lthe spimne.

It s Helen!" ax.

Not u word! Remember what Is at
stakes," )

Mhey conld not seo the Italian's
fage. His bavk was heaving frem
the violuice of his exertlon, M wa
Layton was walking rapidly toward
the stile. Obviomily she hod pers
pelved ilio waiting man, and she LT
not pleased,

I.lu:lr prolly face, fushed and sun-
burnt, wore the stroined aspoet of &
womun afipiyed, but trylug to be
eivil

It win she who took the Inltiutivae,
fdond day, Mr Capella) she sald
“Why on eurin did youd
o tast™"

rl"'?BZI‘.'t use | wished to he hero before
, Miss Layton' replied the man,

Is valco fremulous & th excitemont
wphen [ widh T hnd known, becnuse
1 ponld have heston you easily If you

lm:o race me." &
was not my object

‘ -

Wegrelessed to Lo Enoranl of s euusik s resson for Bylag B & Pege

Womid, Buw yuu bheve slisibed 0, |
whalever |1 may Bave besn. peass
Bllvw e G gel over e sue. 1 wil
e late for junbess |

Dy st play wils me, Neilin” uno!
Capelia, 0 agonised dcoenia, "1 wm
oviauimed with love of yeu. Can pou
BOL, Y jeanl, giVe me your pily T

“ME. Capelin® soe orind, wud sobe
byt wne Lhind to all save his bwu
rumlmu desiras oouid fall 1o nots

or lufty disduit, "huw can you be
B Labt A8 L0 uel swoh eBguege Lo
et

“lassl To love youl™

“Agaln | aay iL~Uuse and unmaniy.
What have | done that you should
Yeulure W a0 Insull pulr charm.ng
wite, not o speak of the lnsull te
myself? When you so fur forgotl
yours=if & fortnight age as u b ll'l
Wl yuur outrageous (dous regurding
me, | furoed myself to ramemsosr thst !
Yyou werw not an Eoaglwshooen, thot
pechape in your eouniry there niay be
B opovial code which peradte & man
to dinhionor Bis home wnd W annoy
A defrnesivag woman, | canpot fore
Kive you a second Utea Lot me pass!
lal‘m. Puan, | otell you, or | will strike
youl"

lrett, in his admirmtion for the
Apinited givl who, notwithatanding her
prolestations, seemud (o be anything
but "defensciesn,” omoentarily forgot
his companion.

A convaisive tightening of Hume's
muscles, preparatory to a leup
through the hedges, warned him in

Liimwe

“ldiot!™  he  whispered, .
elutched him again. e W »

Were nol the others 0 taken up
with the throbbing influsnces of tho
moment they must have Leard the
rustling of the waves  But thay pnid
little hoed to external affairs. The
tallan was rpooking,

“Neollle,” bhe sald, “you will drive me
mud. But lsten, carissima. If 1 muy
not Jove you, | can ot leamt defend
you, David Hume-Fraser, the man
who murdarsd my wifa's brother, has
returnsd, and openly boasts Lhat you
are walling to marry him."

“Mr. Capedin, 1 realy think you are
whiat English people call ‘crackea.'*

“But you belleve me—that this man

-
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has comus to Beecheroft 1

“It muy be 30, lle Las good rea-
sons, douvbitless, for Keeping bBis pres.
ence bhere a secret, Whatever they
miy be, 1 shall suon know them.”

“Helen, he s oot worthy of yeu, o
cannot give you a love finrce as mine.
Nay, 1 will not be repelicd. Hwar me
My wife (s dylog, 1 will ba froe in o
fow muntha. Bid me to hopa, 1 will
not troubie you. 1 wili go away, vl
I swunr, If you marry Prager, pelther
he nor you will long enjoy your bap-
Pluosss!”

The girl made no reply, but sprang
towards the sule in sheor desperation.
Capelly strove to Giae her (o s ariome,
not indeed wilh Inweat (w0 affer her
wny viclence; but sue mel his lovers
like ardour with such a vigorous but-
fol thut Lo lost Dis wmper,

He caught ber. Bhe had almost
surmounted the stile, but ker dreas
hampered her movemenla The
Italian, vowing his passiun in an
wrdent flow wards, endeavoured

to Kism her, M

Then, with & sigh, for he would
puve prefwited (o avoid an  open
ruplure, Brett let ®o his hold on
Hume. Indeed, If he bhad nol done
su, Lthere must have been & bl
on both sides of the Dedge.

He turnoa away at once (o llxht a
elgarette. What folluwed immadiately
had no prefessional interest for him.

But he ecould not help hoariug
Helvn's shriek of dellwhieod surprine,
and eertaia olher sounds which de-
noted that Glovann) Usapella was be-
ing used as a football by his near
relative by marriuge.

Mo, Crewe came vut of her cotiage.

“What's a-goln’ on in the paik,
sir? ahe Inguired anxiousiy.

“A great event” he sald, "Faust is
Kioking Mephistophelos.'

Yfirat tbhemn colts!™ ahe oried. ad-
ding, after taking thoupht; “put we
haven't any bhorses of then names,

alr,

“Nol You surprise me, They are
of the best Itallan podigres”

Meanwhiis, he was achieving his
object, which was to drive Mre, Ciowo
back toward the wickel,

Halen's voice canie to them ahrilly:

wihat will do, Davie! Do you hear
ma?"

*“Why, bless my ‘eart. there's Mias
Layton,” sald Mra. Crowe

The buirister Joined the younx
couple, who now appsarsd In Lhe
rondway. A haerard, dishevalled, and
furious man barat throueh the avenus
and ran aercen the drive.

"Men, Crowe” he nimost screamed,
“do vou mee thosa two men there?”

“You, #ir*

The good woman was startled by
her masier's sudden sppearance and
s excited stale,

“They are never to be admitted to
the ounds agwnin, Do you under-
stand?

“Yeu, sir”

Cuapella turned to rush away up the
avepue, but he was ocompelled Lo
Mg Mim  Crows waicned  bua
wonderingly, and tried to plece to-
gether In Ler mind the queer sounds
and oceurrences of the last two
minutes,

She had not long been In the got-
taige when the butler arrived.

"“You let two gentlemen ln a while
ago ™ he sald.

I Qi

“Oine was Mr, David and the other a
Mr, Bret?”

YO, was that the tall gentleman's
name?

"l expect a0, Well, hére's the min.
sus's writtén order that whenever
they want o caome to the "ouss or go
anywheres In the park it's O, K"

Mra. Crowe was wike enough to
kesp her own eounsel, but when the
bu retired, she saldi
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CHAPTER II.

An Old Acquaintance.

HEN Helen ha! left them
the barrister snd David
went ou to Mre. Eastham's,
The old Iady walcomed
David with delight, Brett

told of his hopes to vindicate the
Youngor man.

“l bope and belleve you will sue-
coed,” auld Mre. Eantham Impulsively.
"Providence has guided your sieps
hers At this hour. You cannot im-
agine how miserable that mun Capelia
makes me”

“Why 1" oried Hume, darting a look
of surprise at Drett,

"llecause he s #mply pestaring
Nelllo layton with hig attentions,
There! [ must sapeak plainly. He
has wmons to exifodunce (hat ocan 0o
lenger be mialoterproted. o our
skl community, Mre. Brett,” ahe ox-
r.uuwd. "“though we dearly leve a
Ittle gossip, we are mlow Lo belleve
that & man married to auch a charm-
itg i somewhat uancoaveationa!
woman as Margaret Hume-Fruger—
I cannot tiain my tongue (o cnll her
Mre, Capella—waould deliberately neg-
lect hin wife and dare to demonstrate
his affection for another wommo, ra-
pectally such a girl as Helon Layton”

“How long has this been golog on ™
inquired Brett, for Hume was Wo
furlous to speak .

“For some months, but it s only a
fortnlght ago, sinos Helen NArat com-
plalned of It to me, 1 promptly told
Mr., Capella thot | could not receive
him again at my houss, He dlscovy
ered that Nellls cames here a good
doal, and managed to call about the
same timo as she did. Then he found
that she wus Interested lu Japanoss
art, and as he la really clever In that
TenpOCL -

“Clover,” interrupted the barrister.
“Do yuu mean that he understands
Inoquer work, Balsuma ware, paint-
ing or Inlaying? Is he a connolsseur
or & studant 1

“It'a all Greek to ma!" exclnimed
tha old Iady, “but unquestionabily the
hitsa of china and quesr earvings he
often brought here ware very boauti-

ful. Nollie did not o him person-
ally, but she eoul not deay his
knowiedgs nod  enthusiasm Mar-

arel, too, used to Invite her to the
1all, for Miss Layton has great taate
asn an amateur gardenor, Mr. Hretl
But this frisndahip suddenly eeased.
Mr, Capella Pecame very strange and
gloomy In his manner. At last Nellls
told me that the wretched man had
dared to utter words of love to her,
hintinge that his wife could not llve
long, and that he would eome in for
her fortune. Now, an my poor girl
has heen the most falthful soul that
ever lived, never for an instant
Anubting that some Aday the cloud
would ey fram Davia, you may Im-
agine what & shook this was 1o her*

“Mra. Easthom™ pald Brett. sud.
donly wwitching the aonversntion
away from the Tallan’s fantany, "vou
are well apauainted with all the elrs
ounatanees connected with Sir Alan's
murder. Huva you formed any the.
ory aboul tha erime, Its motive or \ts
possible suthor?™

“{lod foruw've me If I Ao any mnan
ng injury. but In thesa last few days
I have had my susplolons,'” ahs ex-
cla'‘med,

‘*T'ell me your reasons"™

*It arose out of 4 chanoce romark

by Nellis. Ehs was discussing with
me her \nexploable un ipathy o Mr
Capella, even during the thoe wnen
thoy wore outwurdly good frienda.
Bhe sald that once he shuowed her a
Japaness sword, & most wonderful
plece of workmumnlr. with velos of
pllver and gold 1ot inte the haadle
and part of the plade, To the up
Ean of the scabbard was attached a
nife—a small dagger—slmllar'—

“Yes, 1| understand, An implement
I1ke that used 1o kill Bir Alun Hume-
Frower,"

“Kxuotly, Nellle at fArst bardly
renlized its significance, Then she
hastily told Capella Lo (ake 1L away,
but not before she naticed that he
seemed to understand ‘(he dreadful
think. 1t is fastened In jts sheath by
& hidden spring, and he knew exactly
how to open Il. Any persons pol sc-
customed to such woapons would en-
deavor o pull it out by maln force.”

Brett did not press Mrs, Eastham
o pursus her theory. It was plaln
thut she rcgarded the Itallan us &
man who might convelvably be the
murderer of Lls wile's brothar. This
was snough for feminine logie.

Hume, too, shared the sume bellef,
and hmi not scrupled to expross It
openly.

There were, It Wi (rie, reasona ln
plenty why Capclia should bDave coum-
mitted this terrible deed. Ho was,
presunabily, el sused o Margaret at
the thue. Apparently her fathor's will
had contemplated the cutting duown of
bor anuusl wllowance. The young helr
had, o the other band, made up iLhe
de.c .. Hut why did these artificlal
reatrictions exlat? Why wete pre-
cautions (alien by the father to dimia-
ish bis daugnier'a lncome? She had
beean extravagant.
bruther quarrelled with her on this
polnt, Indeed, 1here wus a slight fum-
{ly disturbance with reference (o It
during 5ir Alan's last viall to Loa-
don, Waes Capella mixed up with it?

Al last there wias & gllmeriug per-
coptivt of wutive fur an othierwise
Hendishly irratlonsl act  Lid it vend
to lneriminate the ltallan?

A summnmons to luucheon dispelied
the mumentary gloom of thelr
thoughits, Bufore the meal ended

Misa layton jolned them,
Brect looked at his watch, “Fifty
Al wughed, except Mrs

minutes!” lie sald.

Theu 1!
Bastham, bo marvelled at the cuol-
Duss of tie mevling belween the girl
and David, But the old lkdy waa
quick-witted.

“Huve yuu met before? she crird.

"Dewreat," wsnld the girl, Kisslog
her; "do you mean to say they have
net told you what happened lo thoe
park™

“That will require & apecial ait-
ung" sald Brect gully. "Measuwhile,
I win guing to the lull | suppuse
ou do nol care (o accomnpaany e,
fume ™

"1 80 noL”™

The repiy waa po emphatio that 1t
created further merriment

"Well, tell me guickly what this
new pecret e exelulmed Mra, Eant-
hatn, "becauss In Ave minutes | moust
have a long talk with my cuok. Ene
has to prepare ples and poastry suf-
fictent 1o foed nearly & hundred
wohuol cehildren next Mooday, und It
is n matter of much caleulation

Hrott ook his |eave

I knew that geod old soul would
he tactful” he anld to himasell, "Now
I wonder how Winter made such a
colosand mistonke as to oaineg that
Hume murdered hin eousing He wan
sure of the afections of 4 Jdelighttul
girl: he could mot suceend 1o the
properiv: he has declinad to take up
tha title. What reason eould he have
for culmitting such a arlme ("

(

L

Both father afg’

Thon a man walked up the road—

A man drossed like & farmer or

Eior, rotuna, strungly-bullt, gheer-
ul-lvoking. He balted opposite Mia
Eastiuau e house, where the barnister
slill wiood drawing on bis gloves. Un
LLe duors.ep—

“Yes,” suid DBrett aloud, “you are
an egreglous ans, Winter.”

“Why, Mr. Hrett?" asked the una
bashed inspector detective. "lan't the
make-up guod T

“ft ls the make-up that always
leads you astray. You pever theurlze
above the level of the police tradi-
tlons.™

Mr. Winter ylelded to not unnatural
annoyance. ith  babltusl cuxution
he glanced around to assure himasslf
that no other person was within ear-
shot; thep he said vehemendy:

“l tall you, Mr. Brett, that David
Hume-Fragor killed 8ir Alan Huuue-
Franer.”

“You use atmnl language.”

“Not stronger than he deserves.™

“What are you dulng here?™

“[ peard he was In Loudon, and
watched him, [ saw him go (o your
chambers and guesand what was up,
#o | came down here to ses you and
tell you what I know*

“Our of pure good.oature T

“You can bellave It or not, Mr,
Bratt. It (s the truth™

“He has been tried and acqnitted.
Ha cannot be tried again. Does Boot-
land Yard'—-

“I'm on my holldaya*

Neett mughed heartily.

"] mea!"” hae eried. "A bus driver's
holtday! For how long?

"Fourtaen days."™

“You are nothing If not pro-
fesalonal [ supposs It was not your
firat offansa, or m'l’ might have let
you off with a fine’

The detective snjoyed this depart-
mental Joka, He grinned bmadl;.

“Apynhow, Mr Hrett,” he eald, "you
and | have been engaged on oo many
smart bita of woirk for me w0 stand
quietly by and lot youy be made &
foul of."

The barrister cams npearsr, aund
sald, I & low tono!

"Winter, you have naver boean mors
mistaken In your iife. Now, attend
to my words, If you help me you
will, In the Arst place, be well pald
fur your servives. Hecondly, you wil
e gUle 1o plece your hand op the
truse murdersr of S'r Alan Hume-
Frazer, or | will score my first fall-
ure Thirdly, Scotand Yard wil
give you another beliday, and I can

securs you some shooting ln Bcot-
land. 'hat say you!"
The detective looked Lhougbtful

Long experience had taught bim oot
to argus with Hrett when the latier
wan L surnest.

“1 will do anything In my power'
Yie ommla, bt there s moure in this
business than perbaps you Are AwWars
of ~more than evoer tranapired at the
Assigun"

duite wo, and a good deal that has
transpired wince. Now Winter, don't
arsue, there's & good fellow, Go and
engues the landlord of the local Inn
In 4 discusaton on crops. | am off to
Bevcheroft Hall, Mr. Home and 1

1 vl for you on your way back
o Hiowmarket. In our private sit-

ting-room u' tha potel thorg [ wiil ax
pliain everything"”
They parted, Brett was prompily

ndmitied by Mrea. Crowe, and waliced
paptdly up the avonue,

Winter watched his retroating Slig-
ure,

“Ho's smart, 1 know he's smart,”
musad the detective, "Hut he dosan’t
know everything about this affar, He
doean’t know, I'll be bound, that Dayid

was aoguitied

walk distant,

than alx montha.
traordloarily
purently well sulted (w sach other by
temperament and mutusl &y mpethies,
ware ample
sLough to permit wem W live uader
thay might ohoose,
and gratify persoual Louuies Lo Lhe
fullmat exient.

whilst

auy oconditons

Capelln munt be
murdering
bringing shout tha death of his wife
after socuring the revorsion
vast properly to hipwself, and of fall-
Hplen—ali
same breath. This species of erims
Inality was only met with In lunatics,
and Capella Ling rossed
A un winotional personage, capibie of
stiprame good as of supreme evil, but
aquite mane
The question o be polved was this:
Wh'y Al Capelin and hisa wife quars
n tha fest Inatance? Pernaps that
way Heht might coma
He naked a footman If Mres, Capella
would recelve him. The mun glanced

2t his amed

\ng

rel

tnkan to
nwalte you"

The room waas avidently on tha first
floor, for the aarvant led him

B —

Humo-Fraser welted for his cousin
that night ouwside the LUbrary. 1 didn't
know It—worse luck!—untll afier he
And he dossn’t know

CHAPTER III.

Husband and Wife,
B HETT did oot hurry on his
way to the Hail
things ware In & wbirl, and
the confusion was s0 Eraal
that he was momentarily
unable to map out a definite line of
action,

The relations botween Cajeila and
his wife were evidently stralned al-
most to breaking peint, send It was
this very fact which caused blm the
gorateat perplexity

Thoy had Leen

baadsome

thelr means

What, then,

Burely wnot  Capelin's

passion for Helen Layton,
& hout-blooded Bouthernsr eould be
ity of such delibarate rascality,
such inefMuble folly, during the fArst
faw woiths afier his mirringe to &
boautiful and wealthy wife,

To adup. the hasly judgment ar-
rived al by Hume and Mra. Eostham,
dvemed capable of
bruther,

his wife'n

in jove with

"Yen, air,” ha anld at onecea. “Madam
Eava inatrustions that
aor Mr. David ealled you were to ha
whare ahe

har hboudolr,

211“! Mr. Hrett returas.
uot him to your mistress™

I can't sa
lnase me mont. to
murderer, If Hume didnt do

prove Mr. Brett to be ln the

thoush aho left the ball at 1215, and
her house s, 80 to speak, & minute's
And she wias In a car-
rige. Uh, thery's more in LD cand
than mests the eye!
would
the re
i1, or
wrong!

which
nd out

Already

rried llitle more
They wWere an ex-

couple, ap-

oould hava happensd
to divide Lthem #0 compistely

new-born
Not sven

af Lo uilght color eama into her cheekas.
ulf  her
tha ™1

the burrister

It either you

up the

Then con- owing o my own folly., Are you sure
inlend to get

runered duel ™ “All my frionds. I used
Py At bis serious wiys, whe L older aad
“Ihen 1 Wil Aght David Hume in Much more experionced In some
my own way You have rejecied the "Peols, treatod life as a tiresome
fuir alternative un his bebalf. Car- But none of my friends wers
wiba! We shall ses now wbo wine [issloued to murdor my brother

]

that Miss Nelile Layton dida’t menci oo, poves niner " that
! - ¥y Helen, | might obtain the estats g
Jome  m e arasthanre NI “What did you mees just sow when Hrett.

you sald that be wus ‘responsible for
his cousin’s aeath? 1s that an Il
waty way uf descriving a ecold hlooded
murdar ™

Capalln leansd back and snoarled
mlcntly agala. It nr A pity he had
cultivated that trick. It spollt an
olherwise clusslcally regular set of
faniurea,

“Jamen!™ he shouted.

“Not by you,” he sald
There was & patse. Than, ooy
ere did you mar . Capels
I-Qr’ aakad ilrett oudd.a?;.l' .
Al Naples—a elvil m‘, b
¥ the

fore the Mayor, and registersd
Britiah Consul™

“Had you besen long acqualnted?™

“l met him, oddiy enough -
vent Garden l.:q the e '.’:,

The footman sntered, brother was kilied,”
*“I'ake this geutiewan to your mis “:l 8 sow Brett's turn te be

|re;: l"ll-mvo done with him." “2“ "on quite of thist*
“Fo " sald cortaln
§. 500 Preeskt, Jemas asked, hils surpriss at the turn lah::

Brett,
Tn ished ssrvant led him DY the couversation almost throwing
ne iy $ bhim off his guard, .

wlong & corridor and koocked at a '8
door hidden by m sllk curtain. Mra. . o8tive. Ware you led to belleve
Capalln rowe to recelve bor visilor, Shat Glovanni was the murdarer?
Bhe wan Veiy pais now, but quite 1 any led to belleve nothing at
calm god dlgnified 'In manner, presont,” he sald slowly. “Thia in-
“Davie did uwot come with youtrt WY 18, as yel, ocaly twenty-four
sho vald when Brett was seated pear CUr% 01 so far as I am eon
0 har In un alcove fored by an I am seoklog Information,. When |
ariel window, am gorged with Iy -
“No. He ls with Miss Layeons  AUgSet them.
“Ah, I n niat mo A
m sorry. L profer 80 o0 hushand have, shakl :On: :I:‘-
ngreed so woon after your mrriu-t‘!
wu were formed by Providence and

talh with you alene.'
“It Im porhaps botter, Your cousin
niature to e mated. What h
you apnrt? o i

In Impuinive in some respecis, though
nelf-contmined enough In others”

The woman fushed scarlet uader

this direct Inquiry,

At may be wo. 1 (ke bim, alibough
Wa likve Dol seen much of sach vther
Bince we wore calidren. | knew him *“1 pannot tell you,” she .
Wis murniog priocipally on scoount 1y, “but the Elt’:“—l:nh:.l"lhﬂm..:-
of Bis llkenvss 10 Ao, But you are cerns—eliher my brother's death—or
flim triend, Mr. Hrett, and 1 can dis- David's innocence. It la parsonal—be-
ouss with you matiers | would not 'ween Glovanni and myself. In God's
cars to broach with him. He is with 8004 time, It may be put right.”
Bratt, .m,u:..i’, snough, was & man
of quick impulse. He was moved now

Helon Layton now, you any ™"
profound pity for the woman

“Yes, and |ot me add an explana-
tlon. Those Lwo young people are de- b‘ ‘"m. g I o f R
*Thank you for your elm!or.nlrl.

voted to euch other. No Pol'or on
n.l:{{ghuuulld moparste them.' Capelln,” he exclaimed, with a fery
o o
ok Hd ft';""':' me that?* that evidently touehed her Moy I
ok you wished to Be _oi’ oha more question, and 1 have
done with a most unpleasant ordeal.

ansurnd of T
“Yuu are clavar, Mr. B 4

< Mr. Brett. If you 5 "oou suspect ARy perscs of belng

your brother's nssasain?™

oan Inlorpret A eriminal's deslgn as
“No,” ahe sald. “Indeed | do mot™

well am you can roead A woman's
hipart you must be & terror to evil-

CHAPTER 1V,
Revelations.

doers "

[UU'ME and Winter 414 mot
meat on terms that might
be strictly described as eor-
dial.

Hrett, on quitting the
Hall, had wsurrendered bimself to &
Bpell of vacant bewllderment. He
haled the unwilling Hume from He)-
on's wocloty, and ploked up the deteo-
tive at the Wheat Sheaf Inn. Then
the barrister, from shesr need of
mental rellef, deotermined to have
nume fun with them,

“You two ought to know esch
other,” he sald good-bumoredly. "Ag
one tlmue you took keen loterest In
matiers of mutual concern. Alluw ma

Tiie barrister leaned forward, bis
hands cluspad and arma resting on
lils Knesen

ave Sust meon your husband,”
he “iid

Hln exhihited no marked slgn of
amntion. but he thouxght he detected
B friehtened laok In her eyes,

"Agnin | ankh™ g " 4 "
du in S amk he exclaimed, “why

"Ihe renson e obvions. You ought
to know all 1nal goes on, There was
a quarrel this morning botween him
and  David Hume. Your husband
wisthied me to nreangs o Adusl. 1
promissd him a vialt from the polies
I 1 heard any mopa ~f sush
arnee”

“A dunl! More bloodshed!®
altmiost whisporcd,

LW nul have any alarm for elther
of theim, Thoy are quite safe, 1 will
Wuarsntes su much, ut any rate, Hut
your Lusband (s w sumewhat curious

-
ne

sho

magnificent nuk staireass thot ellmbed pormon. He s prone to siron d :
twlr: l:lﬂml of the rrmwpclnnhh .-Lf' . -w,‘l!.h,, hat red “”m '”1'tl'lnm»n‘ln.“‘n :g_‘:.Ir:l:r:;?‘;u.:rz:Jll:ﬂdll\il.l.r:a—l-‘lhll is Mr.
ut thin wans faled 1o he o Ay o arparet prossvd her hands r ¥ iy *

Interruptivne, 'I'ne barrister, whan he facs. Nhe -'!-ul.! ne lonfur b n‘.f ?ha l."' Il wita qdiie uaprepared for the

renched the landing, was coafronted toriure of muike-bolieve quisscencs, "'.“::.J',“".., .

by the tallan o, whot shadl | do!™ she willed. .'Ir'r”' h’,_ exclalmed, his upper
“A ward with vou. Mr. Hrett,” was “1 am ihe mosi miserable woman in LB atifening, the man who concooted

the Y grepting miven to him Englindg to-day, und 1 might bave wil - sorts  of  fmaginary  evidence
“"Cortainly, Hul ! am going to Mra, been Lne happiese ™ -lg:n.'.znl mne! . 1

Carwlin's room."” Why are you miserable, Mra, Oa- L *_N“-'"l-‘lld ll. not the .I:l'hl L
“Bhe onn walt Hha does not know pelln ™ adkiad Breti guatly. nor  Clmaginary,” elther, Ero

you nre here. Jumes remmin outstde 1 cannol te) yon, Perhaps it (s Winter

"Juite right,” sald Brett,

that David ana H (To Be Contlnued) ’

olen

. . Y

..

g

P S

»




